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Register results 


The following actions have been taken by Federal agencies. They have all been summarized previously as propos- 
als in CONSUMER REGISTER. Extent of consumer and other comment is reported when such information is available. 


© Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has issued regulations that (1) describe responsibilities of industry in 
dealing with recalled products under FDA’s jurisdiction (food, human and veterinary drugs, cosmetics and medical 
devices) and (2) defines FDA’s responsibilities in the recall procedure. A recall is the removal or correction of a 
product that violates the law—such as rodent-contaminated cereal or lollipops colored with Federally banned food 
coloring. FDA received 109 comments on the proposal. Effective date is July 17. Details—Federal Register: June 16, 
page 25990; June 30, 1976, page 26924. CONSUMER REGISTER: July 15, 1976. For more information write or call John 
Wessel, Food and Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20807; telephone 301-443-3470. 


© Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has adopted labeling requirements for outdoor Citizens Band 
base station antennas, outdoor TV antennas and antenna supporting structures. The labels, which must appear on 
antennas manufactured or imported, or packaged or sold by the manufacturer or importer after Sept. 26, warn pur- 
chasers of the shock hazards associated with the antennas touching electric power lines during installation. CPSC 
received 23 comments from industry and individuals, 17 of which expressed or implied support for the proposal. 
Details—Federal Register: June 29, page 28392; Nov. 1, 1977, page 57132. CONSUMER REGISTER: Nov. 15, 1977. For 
more information write or call John Rogers, Consumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, DC 20207, tel phone 
301-492-6400. 


e Agriculture Dept. has revised its standard of composition for lard and leaf lard (lard prepared from fresh 
abdominal fat). Agriculture’s original proposal included a provision for using cured pork tissues in the preparation of 
lard, but since the 1973 amendments were proposed, there has been concern about the possible dangers of nitrites as 
curing agents. Agriculture has therefore decided, for the time being, at least, to withhold cured pork tissues from 
lard. Agriculture recieved 52 written comments on the proposal, 34 of which represented consumer viewpoints. Most 
consumers who commented were opposed to changes in the lard standard which would permit the use of ingredients 
that might adversely affect the quality of the lard. However, Agriculture says that should not be a problem. 
Details—Federal Register: June 13, page 24519; June 13, 1973, page 15519. CONSUMER REGISTER: July 15, 1973. For 
more information write or call Irwin Fried, Agriculture Dept., Washington, DC 20250; telephone 202-447-6042. 


Gas rationing 


Aug. 31 is deadline for comments on Energy Dept.’s pro- 
posed contingency plan for emergency gasoline and diesel fuel 
rationing. The plan will be submitted to Congress and, if ap- 
proved, will remain on standby basis unless the President de- 
cides there is a serious gas shortage. In that event, the Presi- 
dent would request Congress to activate the plan. If Congress 
doesn’t deny the request within 15 days, the US would have 
gas rationing for the first time since World War II. 


Proposed contingency plan would include: 


@ Ration checks, redeemable for serially numbered 
coupons issued on the basis of motor vehicle registration 
rather than the number of licensed drivers. Allotments would 
be calculated on the average annual fuel consumption for each 
class of vehicle. 


®@ Checks issued quarterly and exchangeable for coupons 
at banks and other financial institutions. Drivers would pres- 
ent the coupons when purchasing gasoline and could legally 
buy or sell ration rights in an open market setting. 


e All passenger cars receiving the same allowance regard- 
less of fuel efficiency, thus giving owners of smaller cars more 
driving miles than those with big “gas guzzling” cars. 


© No coupons issued for recreation vehicles. 


@ Priorities given to fire, police and sanitation depart- 
ments, ambulances, mass public transportation, and national 
defense needs. 


The US has imposed gasoline rationing only once, be- 
ginning in 1942, and continuin; ‘or the duration of World War 


II. During the 1973-74 oil embargo a rationing program was 
prepared but never implemented. In December 1975, Con- 
gress passed the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, which 
mandated development of a contingency fuel rationing plan. 


In response to this mandate, Energy will be holding pub- 
lic hearings from July 25 to Aug. 23 in California, Washing- 
ton, Connecticut, Missouri, Michigan, Colorado, Georgia, 
Texas, and the District of Columbia. Meeting dates and loca- 
tions appear on page 2 of CONSUMER NEWS. 


Consumers and others wishing to speak at a hearing 
should write or call Public Hearing Management, Room 2313, 
Box TE, 2000 M St. NW, Washington, DC; telephone 202- 
254-5202, as soon as possible. Written comments may be sent 
to above address. 


Details—Federal Register June 28, page 28134. 


Benzene 


Aug. 31 is new deadline for comments on Consumer 
Product Safety Commission’s (CPSC) proposal to ban cer- 
tain consumer products containing benzene. Rubber Manufac- 
turers Association, National Paint and Coatings Association 
and the Adhesive and Sealant Council, Inc., asked for an ex- 
tended comment period. 


Details—Federal Register: June 27, page 27854. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: June 15. Send comments to Secretary, Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, Washington, DC 20207. For 
more information write or call Francine Shacter at above ad- 
dress; telephone 301-492-6557. 





Tents 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has re- 
versed its earlier decision to begin developing a mandatory 
flammability standard for tents because it says that the fre- 
quency of flammable tents causing injury and deaths appears 
to be low. 


In the meantime, Canvas Products Association Interna- 
tional developed a voluntary safety standard for tents that 
specifies test methods for evaluating the flame resistance of 
materials used in camping tents—-along with cautionary labels 
on the tents. In addition, CPSC expects the standard, which 
is followed by 90-95% of all tent makers, will soon be ap- 
proved by a committee of the American Society for Testing 
and Materials. 


Details—Federal Register: June 27, page 27881. For more 
information write or call Rory Fausett, Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, Washington, DC 20207; telephone 301- 
492-6453. 


TRIS export policy 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has is- 
sued a policy statement prohibiting export of TRIS products 
which have been sold or offered for sale in domestic commerce 
and which are “banned hazardous substances” under the Fed- 
eral Hazardous Substances Act. TRIS is a flame-retardant 
chemical cited as a potential carcinogen by the National 
Cancer Institute. 


CPSC’s policy covers all TRIS-treated children’s clothing 
and fabrics recalled from retail stores and also includes items 
which have never left the factory. 


CPSC testified on HR 7158, a bill to reimburse firms for 
losses resulting from the TRIS ban. CPSC said compensation 
should depend on a company’s showing “good faith,” and be 
conditional on the destruction of all TRIS-treated garments or 
fabrics in inventory. The Commission generally favors a very 
limited form of compensation and opposes any payment to 
firms which have exported TRIS. 


Details—Federal Register: June 14, page 25711. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: Jan. 15, Sept. 15, 1977, July 1, 1977. 


NOTE: The Office of Consumer Affairs (OCA) has re- 
ceived a significant number of letters protesting the exporta- 
tion of TRIS. US consumers feel if TRIS is harmful to their 
children, it should not be “palmed off’ on children in other 
countries. 


Car bumpers 


National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) has terminated a rulemaking action that would have 
permitted auto bumper “filler panels” and “stone shields” to 
sustain limited damage in low-speed crashes. (Filler panels and 
stone shields are the generally flexible materials that conceal 
and protect bumper shock absorbing devices and structures 
which connect the bumper to the chassis frame.) The proposed 
rule, which would have applied to cars manufactured after 
Sept. 1, 1979, was requested by car manufacturers. 


The manufacturers justified the request by contending that 
it would be very expensive to make these bumper components 


able to withstand low-speed crashes without being dam- 
aged and that there would be no commensurate benefits for 
consumers. 


In terminating the action, NHTSA said that its own test 
data (and comments received on the proposal) “demonstrate 
that the cost to provide ‘no damage’ protection is likely to be 
less than the cost that would be incurred to repair or replace 
filler panels or stone shields damaged in low-speed collisions.” 


Details—Federal Register: March 23, page 12049; Sept. 29, 
1977, page 51632; May 12, 1977, page 24056; March 4, 1976, 
page 9346. CONSUMER REGISTER: Oct. 15, 1977; June 15, 1977. 
For more information contact Nelson Gordy, Office of Automa- 
tive Ratings, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
400 7th St., SW, Washington, DC 20590; telephone 202-426- 
1740. 


Food labeling hearings 


Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Agriculture 
Dept., and Federal Trade Commission (FTC) have an- 
nounced 5 public hearings on food labeling. The hearings, part 
of a comprehensive review, will be limited to the following 
issues: (1) ingredient labeling (2) nutritional labeling and 
other dietary information; (3) open date labeling; (4) imitation 
and substitute foods; (5) food fortification; (6) the total food 
label; and (7) safe and suitable ingredients. 


Hearing dates and addresses follow. All hearings start at 
9:30 a.m., will be presided over by either an FDA or Agricul- 
ture representative, and all 7 topics will be discussed at each 
hearing. 


Aug. 22-23 


Century II Theater 
Wichita, KS 


Sept. 18-19 
Little Rock Convention Center 
Little Rock, AR 


Sept. 27-28 
HEW Auditorium 
Washington, DC 


Oct. 12-13 
Fremont Building 
San Francisco, CA 


Oct. 25-26 
Howard Johnson’s 57 Motel 
Boston, MA 


Although hearings are public and open to all, primary 
emphasis is on individual consumers who will be allowed to 
speak first. The agencies feel consumer comment will help 
them develop better ways of providng useful nutrition- 
oriented information on all food product labels. 


Consumers wishing to speak may sign up at the hearing. 
However, for scheduling purposes, individuals are encouraged 
to contact Taylor Quinn, FDA Bureau of Foods, 200 C St., 
SW, Washington, DC 20240; telephone 202-245-1248, for a 
notice of participation form. Because of the complex questions 
involved, we suggest that copies of available issues papers 
also be obtained from Mr. Quinn. 


The 3 agencies urge that consumers who are unable to ap- 
pear mail their comments to Hearing Clerk, HFC-18, FDA, 
Room 4-62, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857, by Nov. 
10. Identify comments with docket number 4110-03. Organiza- 
tions may also send views in writing but must submit 4 copies 
and include docket number above. 

Details—Federal Register: June 9, page 25296. 


This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register 
items deemed of particular interest to consumers, and it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document 
required or authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of the Federal 
Register, National Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration. Subscription is $5 a month or 
$50 a year and may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 
20402. Superintendent also sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Copies of Federal Register may be available 


in depository libraries. 





consumer comment 


Federal agencies want to learn your views on proposals and other items published in the Federal Register and CONSUMER 
REGISTER. Agencies use these comments in their decision making. 


These forms are provided for you to use, if you wish, in commenting on these items. For more lengthy comments, feel free to 
use a plain sheet of paper. Send comment forms to addresses listed in CONSUMER REGISTER summaries. CONSUMER NEWS is 
publishing these forms in cooperation with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 


Name 

Street 

City : State ZIP 
Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 

by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 
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Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 


i FS SS nn ee : ’ (over) 


i 
i 
i 
a 
i 
i 
a 
i 
t 
5 
4 
i 
i 
5 
. This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 
a 
t 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
A 
' 
4 
i 
i 
' 
Ae 


Pre ee 8 68888 188 OOS 8 OS SO SSS SSS SSS SS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SS SS SS SSSS SSS SSeS ees ee ee eeeeeeeeeeeee4 


Date 


a ee eee 
NR a et ae nt ie sei ale ae . State _ ams = ZIP 


Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 


by (name of agency) ———_____ 


published in Federal Register on (date) — ee) 
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consumer comment 


CONSUMER REGISTER publishes proposed and final rules, regulations and notices of interest to consumers originally appearing 
in the Federal Register. Notices on proposed rules published in the Federal Register and summarized in CONSUMER REGISTER 
give consumers the opportunity to participate in rule making prior to the adoption of final rules. The Federal Register is published 
to provide a uniform system for making available to the public regulations and legal notices issued by Federal agencies. 
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